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SUBJECT: DIFFICULTY FACED BY MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM A. DAVIS 
IN CALLING EMBASSY FROM MOSCOW AIRPORT 

1 . MAYOR JOHN BELK OF CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA AND TWO 
CHARLOTTE NEWSMEN CALLED THE DEPARTMENT ON JULY 12 TO 
COMPLAIN THAT MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM A. DAVIS OF 623 
HEMPSTEAD PLACE, CHARLOTTE ALLEGEDLY HAD DIFEICULTY ON 
JUNE 30, JULY 1, AND JULY 2 IN CALLING THE EMBASSY FROM A 
HOTEL ROOM NEAR MOSCOW AIRPORT. THE WILLIAMS RELATED 
THEIR PROBLEM TO BELK ON JULY 3 OR 4 IN MOSCOW. THEY 
REPORTEDLY ARRIVED AT MOSCOW AIRPORT ON JUNE 30 WITH VISAS 
STAMPED FOR A JULY 30 ENTRY INTO THE USSR. THEY WERE 
ALLEGEDLY QUOTE LOCKED UP IN A ROOM UNQUOTE AND, BECAUSE 
THEY COULD NOT SPEAK RUSSIAN, WERE UNABLE TO CONTACT THE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY. BELK COULD PROVIDE NO MORE PRECISE 
INFORMATION, AND THE DAVISES CANNOT BE REACHED AT PRESENT. 
MAYOR BELK REPORTED THAT HE VISITED LENINGRAD ON JULY 6 
AND PASSED SOME OF THIS INFORMATION TO AN EMBASSY OR 
CONSULATE GENERAL OFFICER. 
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2. IN VIEW OF PRESS INTEREST EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO LOOK 
INTO THIS CASE AND INFORM THE DEPARTMENT. IT IS POSSIBLE 
THAT THE WILLIAMS ALLEGED DETENTION AND INABILITY TO 
CONTACT THE EMBASSY CONSTITUTE A VIOLATION OF THE US- 
SOVIET CONSULATE CONVENTION, WHICH ENTERED INTO FORCE 
JULY 13, 1968 AND WHICH PROVIDES IN ARTICLE 12 THAT THE 
QUOTE RECEIVING STATE SHALL IN NO WAY RESTRICT ACCESS OF 
NATIONALS OF THE SENDING STATE TO ITS CONSULAR ESTABLISH- 
MENT. END QUOTE. RUSH 
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